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Scarborough Gardens Guide to Deer Resistant Plants
The following plants are a compilation of several printed lists as well as input from our staff most of whom live in the Santa Cruz Mountains and our 
customers. We do want to emphasize that this is only a guide. We cannot guarantee that they won’t choose to eat these, since they don’t read our 
lists. For the most success, spray lightly with a  deer repellant until plants are  well established. Plants in BOLD SCRIPT are most deer resistant. For 
additional personalized assistance, please visit us and let our experienced staff help you.
  ** Lists compiled and updated by Tama Malwaukie, Bea Kendall,  Erin Reese and several other staff members 2007.

33 El Pueblo Road, Scotts Valley, CA 95066
(831) 438-4106

www.ScarboroughGardens.com

Annuals & Biennials
Botanical Name	 Common Name

Ageratum spp.	 Blue Floss	
Anchusa spp.	 Cape forget-me-not
Aster spp.	 Aster
Calendula Officinalis	 Calendula
Catharanthus Roseus	 Vinca
Celosia spp.	 Cockscomb
Centaurea cyanus	 Bachelor Buttons
Centaurea moschata	 Sweet Sultan
Cerinthe major purpurescens
Chrysanthemum spp.	 Chrysanthemum
Chrysanthemum palodosum	 Annual Chrysanthemum
Clarkia spp.
Cleome	 Spider Flower
Coleus languinosis
Cosmos spp.	 Cosmos
Consolida ambigus	 Larkspur
Dahlia spp.	 Dahlia
Daucus carota
Digitalis spp.	 Foxglove
Dyssodia	 Dahlberg Daisy
Eschscholzia californica	 Ca. Poppy
Helianthus spp.	 Sunflower
Impatiens	 Impatiens
Linaria spp.	 Toadflax 
Botanical Name	 Common Name 
Lobularia	 Sweet Alyssum
Lobelia spp.	 Lobelia
Lupinus spp.	 Lupine
Mesembryanthemum 	 Livingstone Daisy
Mimulus spp.	 Monkey Flower
Moluccella leevis	 Bells-of-Ireland
Myosotis spp.	 Forget-Me-Not
Mirabilis jalapa	 Four O’Clock
Nicotiana spp.	 Nicotiana
Nigella	 Love-In-A-Mist
Papaver nudicaula	 Iceland Poppies
Papaver rhoes	 Shirlee Poppies
Portulaca	 Moss Rose
Primula spp.	 Primroses
Rudbeckia hirta	 Gloriosa Daisy

Sanvitalis procumbens	 Creeping Zinna
Scabiosa spp.	 Pincushion Flower
Schizanthus grahamii
Senecio spp.	 Cineraria
Tagetes spp.	 Marigold
Tithonia	 Mexican Sunflower
Trachmene coerula	 Blue Lace Flower
Tropaeolum	 Nasturtium
Verbena spp.	 Verbena
Zinnia spp.	 Zinnia

Perennials & Grasses
Acanthus mollis	 Bears Breech
Aconitum spp.	 Monkshood
Achillea spp	 Yarrow
Agastache spp.	 Licorice Plant
Allium spp.	 Ornamental Allium
Aloe spp.	 Aloe
Alonsoa warscrewiczii
Anthemis sp.				  
Aquilegia spp.	 Columbine
Arabis spp.	 Rockcress
Arctotis stoechadifolia	 African Daisy
Aristea ecklonii
Armeria maritima	 Sea Pink
Artemisia spp.	 Artemisia
Artichoke	 Artichoke
Arum spp.	 Arum
Arundo donax	 Giant Reed
Asarum Caudatum	 Wild Ginger
Asclepias sp.	 Butterfly/Milkweed
Asparagus spp.	 Asparagas Ferns
Astelia spp.
Asteriscus maritimus	 Gold Coin
Aster alpinus	 Alpine Aster
Aster tongolensis 	 ‘Wartburg Star’
Astilbe spp.	 False Spiraea
Aubrietia deltiodea	 Common Aubrietia
Aurinia saxatilis	 Perennial Alyssum

Botanical Name	 Common Name
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Ballota spp.
Bellis perennis	 English Daisy
Beleoperone guttata	 Shrimp Plant
Bergenia crassifolia	 Bergenia
Bidens spp.
Brachycome	 Swan River Daisy
Brunnera sp.					   
Cactus (except spineless)	 Cactus
Calamintha spp.
Calocephalus brownii	 Cushion Bush
Campanula medium	 Canterbury Bells
Campanula poscharskyana	 Siberian Bellflower
Carex spp.
Catanache caerulea	 Catanache
Centranthus spp.	 Valerian
Ceratostigma spp.	 Dwarf Blue Plumbago
Centurea cineraria	 Dusty Miller
Centurea montana	 Centurea
Cherianthus cheiri	 Wallflower
Chrysanthemum frutescens	 Marguerite
Chrysanthemum maximum	 Shasta Daisy
Chrysanthemum parthenium	 Feverfew
Chives	 Chives
Cissus rhombifolia	 Grape Ivy
Clivia miniata	 Kaffir Lily
Clematis tangutica
Commelina coelestris
Coreopsis spp.	 Coreopsis 
Corydalis spp.
Crocosmia spp.	 Montbretia
Cymbidium	 Orchid
Cynoglossum spp.	 Forget-Me-Not
Dahlia spp.	 Dahlia
Daturaspp.	 Angel’s Trumpet
Delphinium spp.	 Delphinium
Dianalla spp.
Diascia spp.	 Diascia
Dicentra sp.	 Bleeding Heart
Digitalis spp.	 Foxglove
Diplacus spp.	 Mimulus
Echium spp.
Epimedium spp.
Erigeron spp.	 Fleabane
Erigonum spp.	 Wild Buckwheat (except E. 	
	 aborescens and E. gigantea)
Erysimum ‘Mauve Bowles’	 Mauve Bowles
Euphorbia spp.	 Euphorbia
Euryops spp.	 Euryops
Ferns (except Pellea)	 Ferns
Felicia	 Blue Marguerite
Francoa spp.
Gaillardia spp.	 Blanket Flower
Gaultheria shallon	 Salal
Gaura spp.	 Gaura
Geranium sp.	 Cranesbill (except G. incanum)
Gerbera jamesonii	 Transvaal Daisy
Grasses	 Grasses
Gunnera tinctoria	 Gunnera
Gypsophila paniculata	 Baby’s Breath
Helenium spp.
Helianthus spp.	 Sunflower
Helichrysum spp.	 Strawflower

Helleborus spp.	 Hellebore
Hemerocallis spp.	 Daylily
Herbs (except Basil)	 Herbs
Hosta spp.	 Plantain Lily
Iris spp.	 Iris
Ipomoea spp.
Kniphofia uvaria	 Red-Hot poker
Lamium maculatum	 Dead Nettle
Lavendula spp.	 Lavender
Lepechinia spp.	 Pitcher Sage	
Leucanthemum sp.
Leonotis Leonurus	 Lion’s Tail
Lewisia spp.
Libertia spp.
Ligularia tussilaginea	 Leopard Plant
Limonium	 Sea Lavender
Linaria				  
Toadflax
Liriope spp.	 Lily Turf
Lithodora diffusa 	 Lithodora
Lobelia cardinalis 	 Lobelia
Lupinus spp.	 Lupine
Lychnis coronaria	 Crown Pink
Lysimachia nummularia	 Moneywort
Mentha spp.	 Mint
Melianthus spp.
Mesembryantheman spp.	 Iceplant
Mimulus spp.	 Monkeyflower
Miriablis jalapa	 Four O’Clocks
Monarda spp.	 Bee Balm
Monardella macrantha	 Monardella
Muehlenbeckia complexa	 Wire Vine
Nepeta spp.	 Nepeta
Nierembergia spp.	 Cup Flower
Olearia spp.
Omphaloides spp.
Origanum spp.	 Oregano
Osteospermum fruticosum	 African Daisy
Oxalis oregana	 Redwood Sorrel
Oxypetalum caerulum
Paeonia suffruticosa	 Peony
Papaver orientale	 Oriental Poppy
Pelargonium {only scented}	 Geranium
Penstemon spp.	 Beard Tongue
Perovskia	 Russian Sage
Phlomis fruticosa	 Jerusalem Sage
Phlox subulata	 Moss Pink
Phormium tenax	 Flax
Phygelius spp.
Plantago atropurpurea
Potentilla spp.	 Cinquefoil
Polygonatum spp.	 Solomon’s seal
Primula polyantha	 English Primrose
Pulmonaria spp.	 Lungwort
Ratibida spp. 	 Mexican Hat Flower
Raoulia australis	 Raoulia
Romneya coulteri	 Matilja Poppy
Rosmarinus spp.	 Rosemary
Rudbeckia hirta	 Gloriosa Daisy
Salvia spp.	 Sage
Santolina spp.	 Santolina
Saxifraga spp.	 Saxifraga

Perennials & Grasses (cont.)
Botanical Name	 Common Name Botanical Name	 Common Name
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Scabiosa spp.	 Pincushion flower
Senecio spp.	 Dusty Miller
Sisyrinchum spp.	 Sisyrinchum
Silene acaulis	 Moss Champion
Stachys byznatina	 Lamb’s Ears
Stokesia laevis	 Stokes Aster
Tagetes lemonii	 Mexican Marigold
Tanacetum spp.	 Feverfew
Teucrium spp.	 Germander
Thymus spp.	 Thyme
Tiarella wherri	 ns
Tradescantia spp.	 Tradescantia
Trillium spp.	 Trillium
Tulbaghia spp.	 Society’s Garlic
Vancouveria spp.	 Vancouveria
Verbascum spp.
Verbena spp. 	 Verbena (especially V. 		
	 tenuisecta)
Vinca spp.	 Vinca
Viola odorata	 Sweet Violet
Wachendorfia spp.
Zantedeschia spp.	 Calla Lily

Groundcover
Ajuga spp.	 Carpet Bugle
Anthemisnobilis	 Chamomiles
Arctostaphlos uva-ursi	 Bearberry
Arctotis stoechadifolia	 African Daisy 
Arctotheca calendula	 Cape Weed
Armeria maritima	 Common Thrift, Sea Pink
Aster alpinus	 Aster
Baccharis pilularis	 Coyote Brush
Campanula spp.	 Bellflower
Carpobrotus edulis	 Ice Plant
Ceanothus spp.	 Wild Lilac
	 {small holly-leaf varieties}
Cerastium tomentosa	 Snow-In-Summer
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides	 Dwarf Cape Plumbago
Chamaemelum nobile	 Chamomile
Clianthus puniceus	 Parrot-Beak
Cotoneaster spp. 
Cymballaria muralis	 Kenilworth Ivy
Duchesnea indica	 Indian Strawberry
Erigeron spp.	 Fleabane
Epimedium spp.	 Epimedium
Erodium	 Crane’s Bill
Festuca spp.	 Fescue
Fragaria chiloensis	 Ornam. Strawberry
Galium odoratum	 Sweet Woodruff
Gaultheria shallon	 Salal
Gazania spp.	 Gazania
Grevillea spp.	 Grevillea
Hedera helix	 Ivy
Helianthemum	 Sunrose
Hernaria glabra	 Green Carpet
Hypericum calycinum	 Aaron’s Beard
Isotoma fluviatilis	 Blue Star Creeper
Juniperus spp.	 Junipers
Lamium spp.	 Dead Nettle
Lantana spp.	 Lantana
Lithodora diffusa	 Lithodora

Lonicera	 Honeysuckle
Lotus berthelotti	 Parrots Beak
Lysimachia nummularia	 Moneywort
Mahonia repens	 Creeping Mahonia
Mesembryanthemum 	 Ice Plant
Osteospermum fruticosum	 African Daisy
Oxalis oregana	 Redwood Sorrel
Pachysandra terminalis	 Japanese Spurge
Phyla nodiflora	 Lippia repens
Polygonum capitum	 Knotweed
Potentilla verna	 Cinquefoil
Raoulia australis	 Raoulia
Ribes viburnifolium	 Catalina Perfume
Rosemarinus officianalis	 Rosemary
Sagina subulata	 Irish Moss
Satureja douglasil	 Yerba Buena
Scaevola ‘Mauve Clusters’	 Scaevola
Sedum Utah	 Sedum Utah
Soleirolia soleirolii	 Baby’s Tears
Sollya heterophylla	 Australian Bluebell
Stachys byzantina	 Lamb’s Ear
Teucrium chamaedrys	 Dwarf Germander
Thymus sp.	 Thyme
Verbena spp.	 Verbena
Veronica repens	 Creeping Veronica
Viola odorata	 Sweet Violet
Vinca spp.	 Vinca

Bulbs
Allium spp.	 Allium. Onion
Amaryllis belladonna	 Naked Lady
Anemone	 Windflower
Begonia tuberous	 Tuberous Begonia
Brodiaea spp.	 Brodiaea
Canna	 Canna
Colchicum	 Meadow Saffrom
Crocosmia spp.	 Montbretia
Crocus	 Crocus
Cyclamen spp.	 Cyclamen
Daffodils	 Daffodils
Dicentra spp.	 Bleeding Heart
Eremurus	 Desert Candle
Freesia	 Freesia
Fritillaria	 Crown Imperial
Galanthus elwesii	 Giant Snowdrop
Gladiolus tristis
Iris spp.	 Iris
Ixia				  
African Corn Lily
Leucojum spp.	 Snowflake
Muscari	 Grape Hyacinth
Narcissus spp.	 Narcissus
Ranunculus sp.	 Ranunculus
Schizostylis sp.
Scilla spp.	 Squill. Bluebell
Sparaxis tricolor	 Harlequin Flower
Trillium spp.	 Wake Robin
Tulipa spp.	 Tulip
Vallota spp.	 Scarborough Lily
Wastonia sp.	 Wastonia
Zantedeschia	 Calla Lily

Perennials & Grasses (cont.)
Botanical Name	 Common Name Botanical Name	 Common Name
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Shrubs
Botanical Name	 Common Name

Abutilon hybridum	 Flowering Maple		
Alyogyne huegelli	 Blue Hibiscus
Andromeda polifolia	 Bog Rosemary
Arbutus spp.	 Strawberry Tree
Arctostaaphylos spp.	 Manzanita
Bambusa spp.	 Bamboo
Banksia spp.	 Banksia
Berberis spp.	 Barberry
Brunsfelsia spp.Yeste-Today-Tom
Buddleia davidii	 Butterfly Bush
Buxus spp.	 Boxwood
Calliandra tweedii	 Brazilian  Flame Bush
Callistemon spp.	 Bottlebrush
Calycanthus occidentalis	 Spice Bush
Camellia spp.	 Camellia
Carpenteria californica	 Bush Anemone
Cassia spp.	 Senna
Ceanothus spp.	 Wild Lilac 

 (only small holly-leafed varieties)
Ceratostigma spp.	 Dwarf Blue Plumbago
Cercis occidentalis	 Western Redbud
Cestrum spp.	 Cestrum
Chaenomeles spp.	 Flowering Quince
Chamaecyparis spp.	 False Cypress
Choisya ternata	 Mexican Orange
Cistus spp. (especially	 Rockroses

C. Doris Hibberson
C. skanbergil)

Coleonema pulchrum	 Breath of Heaven
Convulvulus cneorum	 Bush Morning Glory
Conifers
Coprosma spp.	 Mirror Plant
Cornus capitata	 Evergreen Dogwood
Corokia cotoneaster	 Corokia
Correa spp.	 Austalian Fucshia
Cortaderia sellowana	 Pampas Grass
Corylus cornuta californica	 Western Hazelnut
Cotinus coggygria	 Smoke Tree
Cotoneaster spp.
Crassula argentea	 Jade Plant
Cryptomeria spp.	 Cryptomeria
Cycas revoluta	 Sago Palm
Cynara scolymus
Cyperus spp.	 Umbrella Plant
Cytisus scoparius	 Broom
Daboecia spp.	 Irish Heath
Daphne spp.	 Daphne
Datura spp.	 Angel Trumpet
Dendromecon spp.	 Bush Poppy
Dietes vegata	 Fortnight Lily
Dodonaea viscosa	 Hopseed Bush
Echium fastuosum	 Pride of Madeira
Elaeagnus pungens	 Silverberry
Erica spp.	 Heath
Escallonia spp.	 Escallonia
Euonymous spp.	 Euonymous
Euryops pectinatus	 Euryops
Fatsia japonica	 Jap. Aralia
Feijoa sellowiana	 Pineapple guava
Ferns (except Pellaea)	 Ferns
Ficus spp.	 Fig

Forsythia spp.	 Forsythisa
Fremontadendron	 Flannel Bush
Garrya spp.	 Silk Tassel
Genista spp	 Broom
Grevillea spp.	 Grevillea
Griselinia lucida	 Griselinia
Halimium atriplicifolium	 Sunrose
Hebe spp.	 Hebe
Helianthemum nummularium	 Sunrose
Heliotropum spp.	 Heliotrope
Heteromeles arbutifolia	 Toyon
Hydrangea spp.	 Hydrangea
Hypericum moserianum	 Gold Flower Bush
Ilex (except thornless)	 Holly
Iochroma cyaneum	 Iochroma
Juniperus spp.	 Juniper
Juncus parryl
Kerria japonica	 Kerria
Kniphofia uvaria	 Red-Hot Poker
Kolkwitzia amabilis	 Beauty Bush
Lantana montevidensis	 Lantana
Leptospermum spp.	 Tea Tree
Leucodendron spp.
Libertia spp.	 Libertia
Ligustrum spp.	 Privet
Lorapetalum chinense	 Lorapetalum
Mahonia spp.	 Mahonia
Melianthus major	 Honey Bush
Melaleuca nesophila	 Pink Melaleuca
Michelia figo	 Banana Shrub
Myoporum laetum	 Myoporum
Myrica californica	 Pacific Wax Myrtle
Myrsine africana	 African Boxwood
Myrtus communis	 True Myrtle
Nandinia domestica	 Heavenly Bamboo
Nerium oleander	 Oleander
Nolina parryi	 Mex. Grass Tree
Osmanthus spp.	 Sweet Olive
Philadelphus mexicanus	 Evergr. Mock Orange
Philodendren selloum	 Philodendron
Phormium tenax	 Phormium
Pieris spp.	 Lil-of-the-Val shr
Pittosporum spp.	 Pittosporum
Plumbago auriculata	 Cape Plumbago
Podocarpus spp.	 Podocarpus
Potentilla fruticosa	 Cinquefoil
Prunus caroliniana	 Carol. Lau. Cherry
Prunus illicifolia	 Hollyleaf Cherry
Punica granatum	 Pomegranate
Rhamnus alaternus	 Italian Buckthorn
Rhamnus californica	 Coffeeberry
Rhododendron spp.	 Rhododendron
  (except small leaf varieties)
Rhus ovata	 Lemonade Berry
Ribes spp.	 Currant
Romney coulteri	 Matilija Poppy
Rosmarinus officinalis	 Rosemary
Rubus calycinoides	 Rubus
Ruscus aculeatus	 Butcher’s Broom
Sambucus racemosa	 Elderberry
Sarcococca spp.	 Sarcococca

Botanical Name	 Common Name
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Solanum spp.	 Solanum
Sollya heterophylla	 Aust. Bluebell
Spartium junceum	 Spanish Broom
Spirea spp.
Strelitzia reginae	 Bird-of-Paradise
Symphoricarpos spp.	 Common Snowberry
Syringa vulgaris	 Common Lilac
Syzygium paniculate	 Aust. Bush Cherry
Tecomaria capensis	 Cape Honeysuckle
Thuja spp.	 Arborvitae
Tibochina urvilleana	 Princess Flower
Vaccinium ovatum	 Evergr. Huckleberry
Viburnum spp.	 Viburnum
Westringia rosemariniformis	 Westringia
Woodwardia spp.	 Chain Fern
Xylosma congestum	 Xylosma
Zauschneria spp.	 California Fuchsia

Vines
Bougainvillea spp.	 Bougainvillea
Campsis	 Trumpet Creeper
Clematis spp.	 Clematis
Distictis buccinatorius	 Blood-Red Trumpet
Fatshedera lizei	 Fatshedera
Ficus repens	 Creeping Fig
Gelsemium sempervirens	 Carolina Jessamine
Jasminum spp.	 Jasmine
Lonicera japaonica	 Honeysuckle
Pandorea spp.
Polygonum aubretii	 Silver Lace Vine
Solanum jasminoides	 White Potato Vine
Tecomaria capensis	 Cape Honeysuckle
Thunbergia	 Black-Eyed Susan
Wisteria spp.	 Wisteria

Trees
Abies spp.	 Fir
Acacia spp.	 Acacia
Acer spp.	 Maples
Aesculus spp.	 Horsechestnut
Agonis flexuosa	 Peppermint Tree
Albizia julibrissin	 Silk Tree
Alnus cordata	 Italian Alder
Araucaria spp.	 Norfolk Island Pine
Arbutus spp.	 Arbutus
Beaucarnea recurvate	 Ponytail Palm
Brahea armata	 Mexican Blue Palm
Brahea edulis	 Guadalupe Palm
Calocedrus decurrens	 Incense Cedar
Casuarina stricta	 Drooping She-Oak
Catalpa bignonoides	 Common Catalpa
Cedrus spp.	 Cedar
Celtis australis	 European Hackberry
Ceratonia ciliqua	 Carob Tree
Cercis occidentalis	 Western Redbud
Chamerops humilis	 Mediterranean Fan
Citrus spp.	 Citrus
Cordyline australis	 Dracaena
Cornus capitita {not C. florida	 Evergreen Dogwood

or C. kousa}

Corylus spp.	 Filbert
Crataecus spp.	 Hawthorn
Cryptomeria spp.	 Jap. Cryptomeria
Cupressocyparis leylandii	 Cupressocyparis 
Cupressus spp.	 Cypress
Cycas revolute	 Sago Palm
Diospyros virginiana	 Persimmon
Eucalyptus spp.	 Eucalyptus
Ficus spp.	 Fig
Fraxinus velutina	 Modesto Ash
Ginkgo biloba	 Maidenhair Tree
Ilex spp. (except thornless)	 Holly
Juglans spp.	 Walnut
Lagerstroemia indica	 Crape Myrtle
Larix decidua	 European Larch
Laurus nobilis	 Grecian Laurel
Leptospermum spp.	 Tea Tree
Ligustrum lucidum	 Glossy Privet
Liquidamber styraciflua	 American Sweet Gum
Lithocarpus densiflora	 Tan Bark Oak
Lyonothamnus floribunda	 Catalina Ironwood
Magnolia spp.	 Magnolia
Mahonia spp.	 Oregon Grape
Mayteneus boaria	 Mayten Tree
Melaleuca quinquenervia	 Cajeput Tree
Melia azedarach	 Chinaberry
Metrosideros excelsus	 New Zeal. Xmas Tree
Myoporum laetum	 Myoporum
Olea europa	 Olive
Palms	 Palms
Parkinsonia aculeata	 Mexican Palo Verde
Paulownia tomentosa	 Empress Tree
Phoenix spp.	 Date Palm
Picea spp.	 Spruce
Pinus spp.	 Pine
Pistache chinensis	 Chinese Pistache
Platanus racemosa	 California Sycamore
Podocarpus spp.	 Fern Pine
Psuedotsuga mensiesii	 Douglas Fir
Quercus spp.	 Oak
Rhus spp.	 Sumac
Robinia pseudoacacia	 Black Locst
Schinus spp.	 Pepper Tree
Sequoia spp.	 Redwood
Sequioadendron gigantea	 Giant Redwood
Taxus spp.	 Yew
Trachycarpus fortunei	 Windmill Palm
Umbellularia californica	 California Bay
Washingtonia spp.	 Fan Palm
Yucca spp.	 Yucca

Shrubs (cont.)
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